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A note from Pastor Jen  
 

Dear Church,  

 

When faith or religion is used as justification for 

power or authority, it is being misused.  When 

Christianity is used to exclude, dominate, or 

judge, it strays far from the message of  Jesus.  

Throughout history, we have seen examples of  

this happening.  This month, we will journey 

together though Holy Week again where we see 

Jesus teach us that God comes to bring 

sacrificial love, endless mercy, and boundless grace.  Jesus never sought 

earthly power.  On Maundy Thursday, we see Jesus teaching us to humble 

ourselves in service to the world.  On Good Friday, we see Jesus show us how 

far sacrificial love and grace will go in order to restore and transform our 

relationship with God.  Holy Week calls us to turn our eyes to the work and 

wonder of  God’s amazing love.   

 

This love doesn’t end on Friday.  We gather on Sunday to proclaim that love 

cannot be killed, love cannot be ended, and that even death cannot stop 

God’s love from breaking into the world and offering transformation. God’s 

love has never been meant as something to be forced but rather a gift and a 

promise.  In Christ’s resurrection we are offered a vision of  the kingdom of  

God that breaks into our lives and transforms us. We are Easter people who 

are meant to be the body of  God’s endless love here on earth until one day we 

are joined with all the saints.   

 

Our trust is in God’s grace that we cannot earn nor do we deserve but is yet 

given without reservation or conditions.  ALLELUIA! This is a gift that can only 

be celebrated – not forced. When the gift of  Easter is accepted and 

celebrated, you can see God’s love at work in the world.  When the gift of  

Easter is used as threat or force, we see God’s name taken in vain.   

 

Beloveds, let us celebrate!  With the gift of  Easter Joy, may be filled with hope 

so that we too can offer love, mercy, and grace.  With hearts filled with hope 

and lives transformed by grace, may we bring God’s loving touch into our 

world by loving our neighbor, welcoming the stranger, and caring for those in 

need.   
 

Resurrection Joy,  

Pastor Jen 
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Community Mission  

We’re asking once again for support for the ELCA World Hunger -- God’s Global 
Barnyard project by purchasing CHICKS to help those less fortunate around the 

world.  When chicks mature, their eggs not only provide an ongoing supply of  

protein rich meals, but it can also help start a small business and generate a 

steady source of  income. 

 
For just $5.00, you can purchase a chick. Your gift carries God’s love to others, 

making a difference in lives. Go to the bulletin board in the office hallway and 

follow the instructions to help make a difference ONE CHICK AT A TIME! 

Congregational Care Committee 
 
Want to get that special picture while you’re all dressed up and looking nice for 

Easter?  Well, here’s your chance!  After each of  the Easter worship services, 

come to the upstairs Gathering Area and get your picture taken. You’ll even have 

the chance to add some fun props to your picture. 4x6 or 5x7 portraits are 

available.  We look forward to seeing all those special smiles on Easter morning! 

 

Young at Heart Ministry  
 
Join the Young at Heart Ministry for a delicious Spring Buffet at EHOVE's Young 

Chefs Inn on Wednesday, April 9th at noon. There will be a sign up sheet on the 

bulletin board in the hallway. Culinary Arts students prepare this special 

occasion and succeed at tempting the palate. Come join the fellowship and fun.  
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TRINITY CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

Meeting Highlights - March 20th 2025 - 7:00 pm 

(These are unapproved meeting minutes) 
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Attending: Pat Wiedenheft, Jim Bertsch, PR. Jen, Carrie Wiedenheft, Barb Sessler, Betsy Stierhoff, 

Nancy Vollmer, and Secretary Stephanie Lehr    

 

Meeting called to order by President Carrie Wiedenheft 

Opening devotions were given by Pastor Jen 

 

Minutes of previous meeting (February 2025) were reviewed.  Correction to Treasurer’s Report: “A 

motion was made for Jim and/or Shannon to be authorized to take money from Thrivent Financial 

accounts for church use. Bill motioned to approve; Betsy 2nd. $7,500 sent to local charities from 

Community Mission.“  The possibility of approving minutes before publication was discussed. Pat 

motioned to approve the correction; Barb 2nd.  

 

Treasurer’s report: Jim suggested withdrawing $20,000 from Trivent Bond account and transfer current 

fund account due to deficient.   

 

President’s Report: Carrie received more evaluations.  

 

Pastor’s Report:  P. Jen noted excellent turnout for Lent services. There was a funeral for Jane Lehrer 

and a baptism for Alexandria Grace-Lynn Otto. PR. Jen is attempting to engage Sunday school children 

for attendance. The Mission Director @ Providence Commons will engage their residents for Trinity’s 

10:30 service. PR. Jen -- a Protestant service once a month @ the Commons.  

Congregational Life (Sally Warner): Sally offered extensive critical commentary about the 

newsletter and baptism certificates. The PB&J event was successful. Portraits of members after 

Easter service will be offered. There was a concern about debris in bulletins; PR. Jen will 

announce at the following worship. Sally convened with Stephanie about producing envelopes 

for funeral homes. The Portland Place permanently closed in January and will be removed in 

the newsletter.  

 

Faith Builders (Pat Wiedenheft): The American Legion vendor show and its interest was 

discussed. The Youth Candy sale will have chocolate Oreos, cake pops, etc. Applied for Thrivent 

Card to cover cost.  

 

Community Mission (Betsy Stierhoff): Meeting date not decided. The school supplies totaled 62 

glue sticks, 34 regular glue, 86 Post-Its, 72 highlighters, 2 paper bundles, and 2 packages of 

markers.  

Property: PR.Jen offered extensive discussion about the roof. Lifetime Quality from 

Independence, OH surveyed current roof damage via drone. It 

was not yet determined to move forward with hiring.  

 

Stewardship and Finance (Jim Bertsch): The 2024 Audit 

Report was discussed.  



Worship and Music (Nancy Vollmer/Barb Sessler): 25 were served during Ash Wed luncheon. 

Adele discussed the organ blower cover.  

 

Young at Heart (Nancy Vollmer): Spring Banquet @ Ehove Young Chef’s Inn on 4/9/25, 12pm. 

The Last Supper is currently playing at Cinemark and members may meet for the 2:15pm show-

ing on Sunday.  

 

Old Business: Stephanie had Janotta & Herner inspect the front door lock. It was determined to 

be functional; the right door requires extra force for opening.  

 

New Business: Upstairs Gathering room renovation. The committee includes Sally Warner, Barb 

Sessler, Bill Bertsch, and Bonnie Lieb. Minutes from the committee’s March 17 meeting were 

distributed. The projector unit was discussed. Pat motioned to move forward with estimates, 

Nancy 2nd. 

 

Council Thank-yous:  Financial Audit Group: Linda Gantz, Bonnie Lieb, Sally Warner, Shannon 

Limberios, Jim Bertsch, and Stephanie Lehr; PR. Jen, Linda Gantz, and Pat Wiedenheft for 

helping with Crossroads. 

 

Assistant to count offering until the next meeting is Nancy Vollmer 

 

The devotion leader for the next meeting is Carrie Wiedenheft 

April’s council meeting will be April 10th.  Barb moved to adjourn, Betsy 2nd.  Motion passed.  

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Congratulations to Venice I Dartball Team for 
taking home the CHAMPIONSHIP! Members 
are Dave, Mark, Carrie, and Tyler Wiedenheft; 
Guy, Kent, and Keith Miller; Bill Hirt; Denny 
Sessler; Logan Lesch; Tony Delpercio; Mike 
Ramsdell  

Also, a special recognition to Venice II and the 

team captains Rex Stierhoff and Dave Wobser. 

An excellent season overall!  



 

FAITH Member Ministry  
 

Friends and Family Abiding in Christ In Their 

Homes/Hospitals/Healthcare Centers 

 
“Wherever there is a human being, there is an opportunity for kindness.” - Seneca 

 

 

FAITH Members (as of 04/01/2025) 

At the Commons of Providence, 5000 Providence Drive, Sandusky 

Ruth Sieb  Apt #107          Birthday - Sept. 19 

At the Commons of Providence Memory Care Unit, 4901 Providence Drive, Sandusky 

Ruby Stierhoff  Rm #114                                                                                   Birthday - July 26 

 

At Parkvue Community, 3800 Boardwalk Blvd, Sandusky OH  44870 
 
Ray Remy  Apt. 112               Birthday - Feb 9 

 

 

At Providence Care Center, 2025 Hayes Avenue, Sandusky, Ohio 44870     

Alice Bertsch  #43 

 

At Admiral’s Pointe, 1920 Cleveland Road West | Huron, Ohio 44839  

Mary Ann Neidler  

 
At The Meadows of Osborn Park, 3916 Perkins Avenue, Huron, Ohio  44839 

 

At Otterbein Senior Life, 9400 North Shore Blvd, Lakeside-Marblehead OH  
43440 
 

At the Commons of Providence Assisted Living Building, 5000 Providence Drive, Sandusky 

At the Willows of Bellevue, 101 Auxiliary Drive, Bellevue, Ohio 44811 

At Heritage Village, 700 Helen Street, Clyde, Ohio  43410 

 
In their homes: 
 
Judy Welser   5619 Debra Drive, Castalia      419-684-7232                       

Laura Allen   2015 Cedar Point Rd, Sandusky 

Pat Nielsen   1502 Martins Point Rd, Sandusky     

 

Should you like to join our team in making home visits, where we offer conversation, prayers 

and communion, please contact Patty Swartz at 419-626-4970. 
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APRIL ALTAR CARE 
 

Pat Wiedenheft   

 

Crossroads Homeless 

Shelter Meal 

 
4/16/25 

 

Shredded pork sandwich 

Baked beans 

Macaroni salad 

Fruit Salad 

 

Jim is still cooking monthly meals for 

Crossroads.  If you would like to support 

this ministry please send your donation 

to the church and mark it Homeless 

Meal. 
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The Congregational Life Team will continue 

the “Cookie and Coffee” fellowship time in 

2025 on the first Sunday of every month.  

Please sign up on the bulletin board in the 

office hallway.  Remember you can bring 

store bought cookies/donuts or ask a 

friend or two to help you by donating a 

dozen homemade cookies for this event.   

JAM! 

April 13th 



ANNIVERSARIES 
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MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS 

Daniel & Sarah Strayer 04/01             19th 

Maryl & Benjamin Breay 04/10           4th 

Roy & Joyce Patterson III 04/20          62nd 

Tony & Donna Schoen 04/28              52nd 

Paul and Lori Edwards in memory of Jane 

Lehrer 

 

A big thank you to all those that sent cards, 

expressed condolences and made dishes for the 

bereavement meal for my mom, Jane Lehrer. 

There’s a lot of coordination that goes into 

planning and preparing for the meal, and all the 

efforts are very much appreciated. A special 

thanks to Pastor Jen and those that prepared, 

served, and cleaned.  

 

Adele Hoffman 

Financial Audit Group: Linda Gantz, Bonnie Lieb, Sally Warner, Shannon Limberios, 

Treasurer Jim Bertsch, and Secretary Stephanie Lehr 

 

Pastor Jen, Linda Gantz, and Pat Wiedenheft for helping with Crossroads 

 

Secretary Stephanie Lehr would like to thank those who offered get-well wishes and 

Pastor Jen for covering the office 

BIRTHDAYS 

3  Carrie Wiedenheft 

8  Robert Troike 

10 Brian Driscoll 

 Charles Howard 

12 Orpha Densmore 

15 Guy Miller 

16 Thomas Kingsborough 

19  Betty Roeser 

 Gail Lococo 

24 Casey Swartz 

25 Alice Bertsch 

26 Charles Paseka 

29 Adam Thiede 
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April Prayers, Readings & Psalms 
 

April 6: Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 
Isaiah 43:16-21  

The LORD gives water in the wilderness to the chosen people 

Psalm 126  

Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. (Ps. 126:5)  
Philippians 3:4b-14  

To know Christ and his resurrection, to share in his sufferings 

John 12:1-8  

Mary anoints Jesus for his burial 

 

Prayer of the Day: Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our 

desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may proclaim 

the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

April 13: Palm Sunday 
 
Isaiah 50:4-9a  

The servant of the LORD submits to suffering 

Psalm 31:9-16  

Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)  
Philippians 2:5-11  

Humbled to the point of death on a cross 

Luke 22:14—23:56  

The passion of the Lord 

 

Prayer of the Day: Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus 

Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his 

obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

April 20 : Easter Day  
 
Acts 10:34-43  

God raised Jesus on the third day 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps. 118:24)  
1 Corinthians 15:19-26  

Christ raised from the dead, the first fruits 

Luke 24:1-12  

The women proclaim the resurrection 

 

Prayer of the Day:  O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and 

by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that 

we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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April 27: Second Day of Easter 
 
Acts 5:27-32  

The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus 

Psalm 118:14-29  

You are my God, and I will exalt you. (Ps. 118:28)  
Revelation 1:4-8  

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, is coming 

John 20:19-31  

Beholding the wounds of the risen Christ 

 

Prayer of the Day:  
O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s 

breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Sav-

ior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 






