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Merry Christmas! (Even though it isn’t
Thanksgiving yet!) The world likes a
celebration and Christmas fits that bill.

So, yes, the decorations are selling, the
music is playing, the holiday flavors are
pouring and it can feel a bit overwhelming.
In the church, we hang out in Advent —
that time of waiting and anticipating.
Sometimes, it may seem we are waiting
and anticipating way too long and are
boring anti-Christmas curmudgeons! But,
I think there is value in both the early celebrating and the slow waiting. There is value in
sneaking a glimpse of the wrapped up present that is hidden in the back of the closet AND not
opening it till Christmas morning. (Also, don’t forget that the 12 days of Christmas are
between the 25th and January 6th, so the party can keep going!) It is the whole

“bruitful” (Brutal & Beautiful) mess that we celebrate at Christmas. That the HOLY would
come, humbly and dwelling in human form. It is beautiful and messy, perfect and imperfect.
God with us — always with us. So, may you keep Christmas however it seems best — get the red
cup from Starbucks, listen to holiday music, put up the tree, go shopping, come to church, sit in
the quiet, anticipate the light that shines in the darkness, sing those advent hymns that are
thoughtful. Most importantly, Christmas means that God’s love shows up here and now in the
mess of humanity — may we be that love in the flesh to our community!

Love, Pastor Jen

There is a new Bonhoeffer movie coming out — and not without a
ARE“ bit of controversy. There are statements from the actors as well
BE Aw as the descendants of Deitrich Bonhoeffer printed out and posted
on a bulletin board at church. There are those who would take
his story and distort it to say that he would defend Christian
Nationalism. This is very far from the truth. So, this is just a reminder to always be mindful in

checking sources, biases, and to enjoy media responsibly! - Pastor Jen.

2 (53




Yould anv FamiLy

HELPING HANDS TREE will be back again this year. This
Advent season we are asking you to help 2 different families have .

a great Christmas day. Starting December 1, our Helping Hands f rrv

Tree will be up with suggested items on it that these families are ARy r

in need of or would like for Christmas. All you need to do is N AT, B
simply take as many Helping Hands item suggestions from the A | f {ﬁ h
tree, purchase the items, wrap them if you want, and return e

them to the church by SUNDAY DECEMBER 15. And as in the past, PLEASE
make sure you place the item tag on your gift so we know which family the gifts go
to. If you have any questions, feel free to see Sally Warner.

ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, our Sunday School
Children will be presenting their annual Christmas
program during both worship services. This year we, the
congregation, will be helping fill up the Nativity! This is
a new experience for the kids and we hope you will play
along with the part you may be asked to play.

THEN ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, we ask that you wear your
favorite UGLY CHRISTMAS SWEATER, TOP, TIE, or OUTFIT
to church! It’s so good to see who thinks what is ugly, and who
thinks what is cute! So, join in the fun and go grab you some ugly
Christmas, holiday wear!!

,,;,““{;;;,‘ g = © PLEASE KEEP IN MIND THAT ON THE DECEMBER
KR'SP'ES.‘ 22 AND THE 29 we will be collecting boxes of cereal to

J% give to Grace’s Table at Grace Lutheran Church as part of
the idea of the 3 Kings bringing gifts to the baby Jesus
and the Sunday school New Year celebration. Last year
we collected 74 boxes, set them up in the hallway, and at
the strike of “3” the boxes were knocked down in a
domino effect. When the last box hit the “2024” sign, all
the children shouted HAPPY NEW YEAR and blew horns to celebrate. Hopefully
this year we’ll have just as much fun bringing in 2025! All cereal boxes can be

placed on the table in the Gathering place across from the church office starting

Sunday, December 22.
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WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA! Once again this year we
have been asked to place wreaths on the graves at Venice
cemetery for those who have served in the armed forces. On
Saturday, December 14, there will be a short service at the WREATHS
Castalia cemetery, starting at noon. Following the service, we across
will go out to Venice Cemetery to place the 60 plus wreaths AMERICA
on the graves. Last year we had a great crew, but the more,

the merrier, and the lighter the work. So please consider helping us with this
project to pay honor to those who served our country, and have died, and are
buried in the Venice cemetery. If you wish to not attend the service at the Castalia
cemetery, join us at Venice cemetery at 12:30 to help with the placing of the

wreaths.
Ty ; STARTING SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 the Sunday School Kids
- ‘ iy o will be selling the Christmas decorations they made from the

OO

_ candle jars you donated to them for this project. Stop out each
P Sunday in the upstairs gathering area, and for a donation, pick
. Sl up a gift or two. These will make nice teacher gifts, bus
drivers, hair stylist, or mailman gifts.

TIME FOR THOSE SEATS AND FEETS (underwear and gm& @M/g
socks) for Care and Share and Crossroads Homeless Shelter. NOERWEAR 2 80CK DO
As always you are welcome to bring gloves, mittens, and

scarves as well. .

OUR ELCA GOOD GIFTS TREE is back again this year.
'#' This is our annual wider church mission support event and is
now out for you to purchase items from.

This 1s how this works:

Pick an ornament from the tree which you would like to support.
Take it and an envelope with you, fill out the information needed on the envelope.
Place the money in the envelope.
Bring it back next week with you or mail it to the church office.
You get to keep the ornament or give it to the person you have honored or a family
member of someone you have memorialized.
All memorials or honoraria will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.




Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of Sandusky, Ohio - Sandusky OH

Balance Sheet as of October 31, 2024

Friday, November 22, 2024 Page 1 of 1
Account # Account Name YTD Balance
Assets
1.100.102 Checking Account 943378
1.100.104 Petty Cash Fund 20.00
1.100.106 Thrivent Bond Fund Checking 54.860.85
1.200.114 Thrivent Money Market Account 1,714.04
1.220.116 Endowment Savings Thrivent 105,586.06
1.220.118 Maission Plus Investments (3 CD's) 4.100.71
1.220.120 Edward Jones Mutual Fund 274324 69
1.220.122 Edward Jones CD 2103049
1.400.110 Thirvent Moderate Fund (Reserve) £63,93232
1400112 Thrivent Moderate Fund - Pavement 885.60
Total Assets $545,888.54
Liabilities
2100216 Ohio Treasurer of St 177.00
2.100.218 EITA. 103.54
2.100.219 Ohio Department of Taxation 820
Total Liabilities 5288.74
Fund Balances
3.100.300 Current Fund Balance 29 569946
3.210.300 Commumnity Mission Fund Balance 5377.01
3.220.300 Designated Giving Fund Balance
3.221.300 Memorial Fund Balance 15.324.67
3.222.300 Endowment Fund Balance 109 686.77
3.223.300 Building Improvement Fund Balance 46,498.78
3.225.300 Pavement Fund Balance 885.60
3.227.300 Charity Fund Balance 274324 .69
Total Designated Giving Fund Balance 5446,720.51
3400300 Reserve Fund Balance 6393232
Total Fund Balances $545,500.80
Total Liabilities and Fund Balances $545,888.54
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with ThankOffering Envelopes.

the Community Mission Fund.

OUR ANNUAL THANKOFFERING BOXES are being replaced
Sorry but our donation
counters are asking for no change this year. Please pick up an
envelope and place your donation inside and return it any time
between now and Christmas Eve. Your donations go towards




TRINITY CONGREGATION COUNCIL
C OUN C I L Meeting Highlights - November 21, 2024 - 7:00 pm
UP DATE (These are unapproved meeting minutes)

Attending: Pat Wiedenheft, Jim Bertsch, P. Jen, Carrie Wiedenheft, Barb Sessler, Betsy Stierhoff, Nancy
Vollmer, Gayle Thompson and Secretary Carol Dahs Absent: Kathy Bango and Bill Bertsch

Meeting called to order by President — Carrie Wiedenheft ~ Opening devotions were given by Nancy Vollmer

Minutes of previous meeting (October 2024) were reviewed. Pat made a motion to accept the October meeting
minutes with the correction under Young at Heart that decoratlon should be decorating and under New
Business the job will be offered at $18-$19/hour and not $17. 2™ by Betsy. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s report for September and October were reviewed. Nancy made a motion to approve. 2™ by Betsy.
Motion passed.

President’s Report: Pastor Jen reviewed the secretary opening. They had two viable candidates and decided to
go with Gayle Thompson. Gayle shadowed Carol for two days to see what she thought of the position.
Unfortunately, Gayle decided it wasn’t a good fit for her. P. Jen will contact the second candidate, Stephanie,
and see if she wants to _]Ob shadow a day with Carol. Jim made a motion to offer a qualified candldate $18,720
annually with a $.50 raise after a 6-month probation period. 2™ by Nancy. Motion passed.

Pastor’s Report: P. Jen is continuing with hospital and care center visitations. She has had two funerals over
the last month. Carrie and P. Jen met with the youth to talk about fundraising for their 2027 trip. The group
also have given themselves a name, GLOW — God’s Love Our World. P. Jen thanked P. Ann Marshall for
filling in for her. P. Jen did a Christmas Trivia event at Zion Huron last week. It was lots of fun and the team
she was on won! Would like to see more Trinity folks participate next year. She also met with Chris from
“The Center”. They had a great meeting and P. Jen is excited to partnership with them on different activities
that they are hoping to do. She also asked if Trinity could be a “Diapers & Wipes” church for them. This
would mean collecting diapers and wipes a couple time a year to help support The Center and their work.

Congregational Life — The monthly cookie gathering was discussed and it was decided to continue this project
into 2025. There will be a notice placed in the December Newsletter. The hope is to get some new volunteers
to bring cookies. Carrie will talk to Sally Warner about becoming the chair for the Congregational Life team
since Kathy did not run again.

Faith Builders — Pat Wiedenheft — The kids will be hosting the annual Senior Thanksgiving meal in November
and will be performing their Christmas program on December 8.

Community Mission —Betsy Stierhoff — The chili cookoff went well and would like to do it again next year.
The cornbread, muffins and brownies helped complete the meal. They are talking of doing a similar event in
the spring with soup. They will be doing their annual Good Gifts Tree and the Seats and Feets tree. The
ThankOffering boxes will be replaced with just ThankOffering envelopes to help avoid all the change to count.

Property —The parsonage garage door opener has been installed and P. Jen is very grateful. Jim has another
name for Bill to see if we can get the window in the parsonage fixed. Joe Bodi isn’t responding very quickly.
Council approved a facility use form for Betsy Stierhoff on December 14.

Worship and Music — Nancy Vollmer/Barb Sessler — On December 1 will be the Hanging of the Greens at
11:30 am. Dress in casual clothes. December 3 at 1:00 pm after the late service will be their next meeting to
discuss 2025.

Young at Heart — Nancy Vollmer — Sixteen people went to the November 9 Harlequin Play. It was enjoyed by
all. On December 2 at 11:30 am they will be going to the Senior Center for lunch and then the Edison Choir
will perform. Those wishing to go must sign up this coming Sunday.

Old Business — The new frames and Pastor pictures are now up and looking great in the office. Thanks Bonnie
and Barb.

New Business — Ebenezer Church of Assembly of God out of Willard is looking for a space to have a weekly
bilingual service here in the evening. Council discussed and suggested that they come see the space we have

and see if it would work for what they are looking to do and then to give us some literature on

6 L@\ themselves.




FAITH Member Ministry

Friends and F amily Abiding in Christ In Their
Homes/Hospitals/Healthcare Centers

“You never know when a moment and a few sincere words can have an
impact on a life forever.” — Zig Ziglar

FAITH Members (as of 11/24/2024)

At the Commons of Providence, 5000 Providence Drive, Sandusky

Ruth Sieb Apt #107 Birthday - Sept. 19
At the Commons of Providence Memory Care Unit, 4901 Providence Drive, Sandusky

Ruby Stierhoff Rm #114 Birthday - July 26

Mary Ann Neidler =~ Rm #111 Birthday - Dec 30

At Parkvue Community, 3800 Boardwalk Blvd, Sandusky OH 44870
Ray Remy Apt. 112 Birthday - Feb 9

At Providence Care Center, 2025 Hayes Avenue, Sandusky, Ohio 44870
Alice Bertsch

At Portland Place, 3808 Venice Rd, Sandusky OH 44870

At The Meadows of Osborn Park, 3916 Perkins Avenue, Huron, Ohio 44839

At Otterbein Senior Life, 9400 North Shore Blvd, Lakeside-Marblehead OH 43440

At the Commons of Providence Assisted Living Building, 5000 Providence Drive, Sandusky
At the Willows of Bellevue, 101 Auxiliary Drive, Bellevue, Ohio 44811

At Heritage Village, 700 Helen Street, Clyde, Ohio 43410

In their homes:

Judy Welser 5619 Debra Drive, Castalia 419-684-7232 Feb. 11
Laura Allen 2015 Cedar Point Rd, Sandusky
Pat Nielsen 1502 Martins Point Rd, Sandusky June 6

Should you like to join our team in making home visits, where we offer conversation, prayers
and communion, please contact Patty Swartz at 419-626-4970.
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DECEMBER ALTAR
CARE

Ann Strean & Sally Warner

TooAY’s CHRISTIAN Music
IN A SPIRIT-FILLED
ATMOSPHERE!

CoME, WoRrsHIP, AND Sine!

DecemBer 8, 2024

BETWEEN SERVICES

Crossroads Homeless Shelter

Meal
for December 18, 2024

Shredded Pork over Mashed Potatoes
Green Beans
Corn
Salad
Jell-0 Cake
Bread

Jim is still cooking monthly meals for
Crossroads. If you would like to support this
ministry please send your donation to the
church and mark it Homeless Meal.

gt
s‘_’
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The Congregational Life Team
will continue the “Cookie and
Coftfee” fellowship time in
2025 on the first Sunday of
every month. Please sign up
on the bulletin board in the
office hallway. Remember you
can bring store bought cookies/
donuts or ask a friend or two to
help you by donating a dozen
homemade cookies for this
event.



DECEMBER MILESTONES

BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES
1 Koral Russell 5 Mark & Carrie Wiedenheft - 15th % 6/ \
2 Janis Miller 6 Russell & Leigh Howard- 27th i&& "’
t  Regan Patten 28 Gary & Jody Eckler - 40th 6}? @
7 Joseph Miller 29 Weston & Laura Miller - 12th G‘%
Alinor Stephens
9 Sharon Swartz
11 Edward Grahl
David Warner 22 Jeffrey Miller
14 James Bertsch Mary Miller
15 Joshua Miller 23 James Yantz N
16 Nancy Vollmer 24 Jan Jenkins MEMORNULS HONORARIUMS
Larry Velliquette 25 Barry Gill
Connor Swartz 27 Shelby Stallard Nancy Vollmer, Candy Beatty in memory of Terrie Iirt
17 Carrie Lemert Douglas Stierhoff
19 Patsy Troike 29 Jacob Stierhoff
Lilah Werner 30 Ross Patten Patty Swartz, Wes & Betty Miller, David & Cathy Wobser,
20 Alice Kuns Krista Schill Larry & Pat Wiedenheft, David Wiedenheft, Dennis &
21 Rachel Haynes Mary Ann Neidler Valarie Grahl, Gary & Toni Borchardt, Don & Denise
Ryan Patten ‘ Casanova, Rex & Charlene & Family, Shelby Koch &
Lincoln Smith Family, Mike & Maree Markley, Pierre & Anne
Remy Schenk Vanraepenbusch, Charles & Marilyn Taylor, Agnes & Bryon
Dawn Smith Bauman, Gary & Bonnie Lieb, Roy & Joyce Patterson,
Mark Wiedenheft Gene & Adele Hoffman, Nancy Vollmer, Jim Bertsch, Jean

Cline, Greg Norman, Tom & Peggy Kingsborough, Tom &
Sharon Keimer, Larry & Linda Velliquette, Larry & Cathy
Bales, Gil & Pat Root in memory of Nancy Sessler

Greg, Susanne, & Carrie Lemert in memory of Peter Knef

The family of Nancy Sessler would like to thank anyone who sent cards, memorials, and

prayers on the recent death of Nancy. Special thanks to Pastor Jen, Adele Hoffman, Jim
Bertsch, Carol Dahs, and the Trimity Bereavement Commuttee who all did a wonderful
g\&( / job to make sure everything was so nice for her funeral. We appreciate you all!

Denny, Susan, Mike, Sally, Peggy and Scott and families.

On behalf of the people of Trinity, our Congregation Council thanks:

To Cyclone for their continued services
To Barb Sessler & Bonnie Lieb for all their hard work in getting the

W é pastor’s pictures on the wall.
> e To Rhonda Matus for helping with the Crossroads Meals the last few

Everyone! monts

To Kathy Bango for her service as the Congregational Life chair for the last

two years. A\
> &3
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Prayers, Readings and Psalm for the month of December

December 1 - First Sunday of Advent

Jeremiah 33:14-16 - 4 righteous branch springing up from David

Psalm 25:1-10 - To you, O Lorp, I lift up my soul. (Ps. 25:1)

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 - Strengthen hearts of holiness for the coming of the Lord
Luke 21:25-36 - Be alert for the coming of the Son of Man

Prayer of the Day: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening
dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

December 8 - Second Sunday of Advent

Malachi 3:1-4 - My messenger is a refiner and purifier

Luke 1:68-79 - In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us. (Lk. 1:78)
Philippians 1:3-11 - A4 harvest of righteousness on the day of Jesus Christ

Luke 3:1-6 - Prepare the way of the Lord

Prayer of the Day: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all the people
of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

December 15 - Third Sunday of Advent

Zephaniah 3:14-20 - Rejoice, the LORD is in your midst

Isaiah 12:2-6 - In your midst is the Holy One of Israel. (Is. 12:6)
Philippians 4:4-7 - Rejoice, the Lord is near

Luke 3:7-18 - One more powerful is coming, baptizing with fire

Prayer of the Day: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of John, that,
rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

December 22 - Fourth Sunday of Advent

Micah 5:2-5a - From Bethlehem comes a ruler

Luke 1:46b-55 - You, Lord, have lifted up the lowly. (Lk. 1:52)

Hebrews 10:5-10 - / have come to do your will

Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] - Blessed are you among women / My soul magnifies the Lord

Prayer of the Day: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin
that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

December 29 - First Sunday of Christmas

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 - The boy Samuel grew in favor with the LORD and the people
Psalm 148 - The splendor of the LORD is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13)
Colossians 3:12-17 - Clothe yourselves in love; let the peace of Christ rule your hearts
Luke 2:41-52 - The boy Jesus increased in wisdom, and in divine and human favor

Prayer of the Day: Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the knowledge of your
word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will and may live continually in the light of your Son,

Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

12 &@N Amen.




Free and open to anyone in the community!

A‘ / > FREE COMMUNITY DINNER
L ¢

Grace Lutheran Church
N 6O 203 S. Washington St.
— Castalia, OH 44824

Wed., Dec. 11th
5:00 pm — 6:00 pm (or until gone)
Drive-thru pickup (free) in the back of church

Delivery is available for shut-ins, call 419-357-3672
to schedule a delivery.

May God bless youwn life with love

BAKED HAM &
SCALLOPED
POTATOES,

MIXED VEGETABLES,

APPLESAUCE

AND DESSERT




Firelands Chorus, Inc.

Jeffrey Kearney, Director
Karen Finton, Accompanist

~ Friday, December 13 &
Saturday, December 14, 2024
Doors Open at 7:00 PM
- Concert at 7:30 PM -

Free Concert - Freewill Oﬁeriné Collected

4 o
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CELEBRATING
THE BIRTH OF JESUS




