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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

502 Bardshar Road 
Sandusky OH  44870 

419-626-0204 
trinityelcasandusky@gmail.com 

Sunday, March 23, 2025 
First Sunday in Lent 

 
Service of Word and Prayer 

Gathering 

The Holy Spirit gathers us into a community of prayer.  

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 
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Confession 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate One, 
you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 
but our lives do not always reflect you 
and your love for the world. 
We do not show others the tender compassion 
you have shown to us. 
We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality 
you grant to all people. 
We oppress others, 
even though you have set us free again and again. 
We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. 
Transform our lives 
and guide us again in the way of the cross. 
Amen. 
Beloved in Christ, 
God’s arms are always stretched open wide 
to welcome the wandering ones home. 

In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. 

You have a place in God’s house forever. 
Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn: Wash, O God, Our Sons 
and Daughters No. 445 
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Greeting 
 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ that 
guards our hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
The word is near you, 
on your lips and in your heart. 
 
If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 
 
Faith comes from what is heard, 
and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
(Romans 10) 

Prayer of the Day 

Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, 
death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and 
bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn of the Month: The Peace of the Lord No. 646 
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Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, silence, reflection, and song. 

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-9 

 1 Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
  come to the waters; 
 and you that have no money, 
  come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk 
  without money and without price. 
 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
  and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 
  listen, so that you may live. 
 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
  my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
  a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  for he has glorified you. 
 
 6 Seek the LORD while he may be found, 
  call upon him while he is near; 
 7 let the wicked forsake their way, 
  and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
 let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 
  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
  nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
  so are my ways higher than your ways 
  and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 63:1-8 

 1 O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; 
  my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary 
land where there is no water. 
 2 Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, 
  that I might behold your power and your glory. 
 3 For your steadfast love is better than life itself; 
  my lips shall give you praise. 
 4 So will I bless you as long as I live 
  and lift up my hands in your name.  

5 My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods, 
  and my mouth praises you with joyful lips, 
 6 when I remember you up on my bed, 
  and meditate on you in the night watches. 
 7 For you have been my helper, 
  and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 
 8 My whole being clings to you; 
  your right hand holds me fast.  

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

1 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were 
all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all 
drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed 
them, and the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of 
them, and they were struck down in the wilderness. 
  6 Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire 
evil as they did. 7 Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, 
“The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” 8 We must not 
indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell 
in a single day. 9 We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and 
were destroyed by serpents. 10 And do not complain as some of them did, and 
were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 These things happened to them to serve as 
an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the 
ages have come. 12 So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not 
fall. 13 No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is 
faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the 
testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation  

 

Gospel: Luke 13:1-9 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke,  
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
1 1 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.2 [Jesus] asked them, “Do 
you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse 
sinners than all other Galileans?3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all 
perish as they did. 4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam 
fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others 
living in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just 
as they did.” 
  6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and 
he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the gardener, ‘See 
here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find 
none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it 
alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9 If it bears fruit 
next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Sermon Pastor Jen Herrmann 
 
Hymn of the Day: Jesus, Still Lead On No. 624 
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Thanksgiving for the Word: 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way 
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to 
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. Amen. 
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Offertory (Usher please bring the offering to the altar) 
 
Offertory Song: Lord, Be Glorified No. 744 

 

Prayer: 

The Holy Spirit prays with us and through us. 
 
Gracious Provider, 
you set your immense treasures among us, 
opening your heart to the world. 
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, 
deepen our commitment to sharing those 
treasures with others, 
through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
 
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness         
and bears the wounds of the world.        
Therefore, let us be bold as we pray,             
trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need. 

Silent Prayer 

Prayers of Intercession 

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church, called to be a witness to all peoples. Grant humility and 
wisdom to bishops, pastors, deacons, elders, councils, and congregations, that 
they may call upon you in making decisions. God, in your mercy, receive our 
prayer. 
 
We pray for the earth, called to provide abundantly. Teach your people the 
goodness of your generosity, that in sharing what we have been given, all life 
may flourish on the planet that is our shared home. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
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We pray for the nations, called to protect their inhabitants and collaborate in the 
work of justice and peace. Forge bonds of compassion and mutual care across 
human borders and boundaries, that all the world may have enough to live. God, 
in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for those in need, called to receive your compassion (especially). 
Comfort those whose lives have been disrupted through natural disasters and 
human conflict (especially). Aid communities in coming together to mourn, heal, 
and rebuild. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for this assembly, called to welcome its neighbors to the table of your 
grace. Bless food pantries, community gardens and kitchens, clean water 
projects, and all ministries that address human hunger and thirst. God, in your 
mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for the faithful lives of those who proclaimed your gospel in times 
of challenge and strife, and for all those whose lives of love and service have 
ended (especially). May their witness inspire our own. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in 
the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 

Sending 
 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

God our tender parent, 
God the crucified one, 
God the reconciling Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Closing Hymn: Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer No. 329 
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Dismissal 

 

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. 

Thanks be to God. 
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AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:     
  

 At 8:00… 

   

 Pastor:    Pastor Jen Herrmann 
 Lectors:    Russ Stephens 
 Usher:    Mark Wiedenheft & Rex Stierhoff 
 Acolyte:    Drew Killingsworth 
 
 At 10:30… 

   

 Pastor:    Pastor Jen Herrmann 
 Lectors:    Candy Beatty  
 Usher:    Ken Schenk & Bob Troike 
 Acolyte:    Eli Connor 
  

 March Altar Care:  Pat Wiedenheft & Candy Beatty 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

To all affected by the war in Israel and Ukraine; for all directly or indirectly 
effected by the recent severe weather; 

FAITH members, including, Ruby Stierhoff; 
Bishop Daniel Beaudoin and the staff of our Northwestern Ohio Synod; the staff 

and those served by the Volunteers of America Crossroads Shelter 
 

Pastor Jen can be contacted at 419-822-7630 or jen.herrmann@gmail.com 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS and MEMORIAL FLOWERS still have openings for April, May, 
and June. Please sign up on the form outside the sanctuary. Flowers are $20.00. 
   
DONATIONS TO OUR “PENNY JUG” support the global relief and habilitation 
efforts of ELCA World Hunger, a mission of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. 
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THIS MORNING’S LOOSE CASH OFFERING (money not in an envelope or 
given without other designation) benefits Lutheran Disaster Response.  LOOSE 
CHECKS will support our Current Expenses Fund unless designated otherwise 
on the check memo line.   
 
ATTENDANCE   
 
Midday Lent March 12 = 21 
 
March 16 = 73 + 20 = 93 
 
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GOODNESS  

March 16 
General Fund -- $3,654 
Building Improvements: $280. 

  
This Week at Trinity 
  
TODAY  Service of Word & Prayer   8:00 am & 10:30 am  
   Sunday School     9:15 am 
 
WEDNESDAY AA/NA Women Only    9:00 am 
   Midday Lent Service    11:00 am 
   “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)  7:00 pm 
 
SATURDAY “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)  11:00 am 
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TODAY, Sunday, March 23, at 2:00 join the Young At Heart Ministry at 
Sandusky Cinemark behind the Sandusky Mall. The showing of The Last 
Supper is at 2:15. Join us! 
 
Want to get that special picture while you’re all dressed up and 
looking nice for Easter?  Well, here’s your chance!  After each of 
the Easter worship services, come to the upstairs Gathering Area 
and get your picture taken. You’ll even have the chance to add 
some fun props to your picture. 4x6 or 5x7 portraits are available.  
We look forward to seeing all those special smiles on Easter 
morning!  
 
We’re asking once again for support for the ELCA World Hunger -- God’s 
Global Barnyard project by purchasing CHICKS to help those less fortunate 
around the world.  When chicks mature, their eggs not only provide an ongoing 
supply of protein rich meals, but it can also help start a small business and 
generate a steady source of income. 
 

 
 
For just $5.00, you can purchase a chick. Your gift carries God’s love to others, 
making a difference in lives. Go to the bulletin board in the office hallway and 
follow the instructions to help make a difference ONE CHICK AT A TIME! 
 
A FREE COMMUNITY DINNER will take place on Wednesday, April 9th from 
5:00 -- 6:00 pm at Grace Lutheran Church in Castalia. Delivery available for shut-
ins; call 419-357-3672 for service. The menu is baked spaghetti, lettuce salad, 
roll & dessert. 
 
On the OFFERING ENVELOPES, please remember to write your donation 
amount and ensure your name is clearly printed if not using an envelope with 
your assigned number. This will help our new secretary process the donations 
efficiently. Thank you in advance!  
 
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 2024 must be directed by March 31st. Go to 
thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) find out if you 
have Choice Dollars to direct.  


