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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

502 Bardshar Road 
Sandusky OH  44870 

419-626-0204 
trinityelcasandusky@gmail.com 

 

Sunday, March 16, 2025 
Second Sunday in Lent 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
Confession 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate One, 
you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 
but our lives do not always reflect you 
and your love for the world. 
We do not show others the tender compassion 
you have shown to us. 
We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality 
you grant to all people. 
We oppress others, 
even though you have set us free again and again. 
We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. 
Transform our lives 
and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen. 
 
Beloved in Christ, 
God’s arms are always stretched open wide 
to welcome the wandering ones home. 
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In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. 

You have a place in God’s house forever. Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn: My Hope is Built on Nothing Less No. 597 
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Greeting 
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
 
 
Kyrie 

 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 

God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to 
the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that 
we may rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
 
Hymn of the Month: The Peace of the Lord No. 646 
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First Reading: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be 
afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram 
said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of 
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no 
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But the word of 
the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very 
own issue shall be your heir.” 5 He brought him outside and said, “Look toward 
heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, 
“So shall your descendants be.” 6 And he believed the LORD; and 
the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
  7 Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the 
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am 
I to know that I shall possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years 
old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a 
young pigeon.” 10 He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half 
over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11 And when birds of 
prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 
  12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and 
terrifying darkness descended upon him. 
  17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a 
flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a 
covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the 
river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.” 
 

Word of God, word of life.   
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 27 

 1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 
  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 2 When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh, 
  they, my foes and my enemies, will stumble and fall. 
 3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear. 
  Though war rise up against me, my trust will not be shaken. 
 4 One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; 
  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze 
upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek God | in the temple.  
 5 For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 
  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up on a 
rock. 
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6 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. 
  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I 
will sing and make music to the LORD. 
 7 Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; 
  have mercy on me and answer me. 
 8 My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” 
  Your face, O LORD, I will seek.  
 9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. 
  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of  my 
salvation. 
 10 Though my father and my mother forsake me, 
  the LORD will take me in. 
 11 Teach me your way, O LORD; 
  lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors. 
 12 Subject me not to the will of my foes, 
  for they rise up against me, false witnesses breathing violence. 
 13 This I believe—that I will see the goodness of the LORD 
  in the land of the living! 
 14 Wait for the LORD and be strong. 
  Take heart and wait for the LORD!  

Second Reading: Philippians 3:17—4:1 

17 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according 
to the example you have in us. 18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; 
I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19 Their end is 
destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are 
set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that 
we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21 He will transform the body of 
our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power 
that also enables him to make all things subject to himself. 4:1 Therefore, my 
brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in 
the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
 
Word of God, word of life.   
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation

 

Gospel: Luke 13:31-35 

The holy gospel according to Luke the 13th Chapter, 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from 
here, for Herod wants to kill you.” 32 He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, 
‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and 
on the third day I finish my work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must 
be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of 
Jerusalem.’ 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones 
those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children 
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not 
willing! 35 See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until 
the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord.’ ” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Children’s Message 

 
Sermon Pastor Jen Herrmann 

 
Hymn of the Day: Thy Holy Wings No. 613 
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Baptism of Alexandria Grace-Lynn Otto  (pg 227-231 in hymnal)  
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Welcome 
Let us welcome the newly baptized.  
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we 
share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s 
creative and redeeming word to all the world.  

 
Prayers of Intercession 

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 
A brief silence. 
Holy God, you long to gather your church under your wings. Bless the churches 
of Jerusalem, and all persecuted churches, that your people may take heart and 
stand firm as they witness and minister in your name. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Holy God, you give shelter to living things as numerous as the stars. Strengthen 
the voice of prophets who call humanity to faithful care for the planet, that they 
would not be silenced but heeded as your messengers. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Holy God, you raised up leaders like Abram, Sarai, and Paul to show your people 
what it means to rely on your promises.  
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Guide today’s leaders to work for justice and safeguard the world for future 
generations. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

Holy God, you are the stronghold of our life. Care tenderly for those who are ill in 
body or mind, and for people living in fear or need (especially). May all know they 
are not alone. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
Holy God, you offer us citizenship in heaven. Unite communities of faith who are 
divided over earthly things, that following the way of your Son, they may set 
aside grudges and serve their neighbors with generosity and love. God, in your 
mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

Holy God, you are our light and our salvation. We give thanks for the saints who 
have gone before us (especially). Help us to trust in you as they did and to live 
according to their example. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in 
the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. 
Amen. 
 

Offertory (Usher please bring the offering to the altar) 
 

Offertory Song: Lord Be Glorified No. 744
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Offertory Prayer 
 

Gracious Provider, 
you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the world. 
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing 
those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Preface 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 



12 

 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us.  
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
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With all your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen.   

 
All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread. 
 
Lamb of God     

 

 
Communion Hymn: In The Singing No. 466 
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Table Blessing 

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. Amen. 
  

Prayer after Communion 
 

Generous Host, 
you have shared your feast with us and made us new. 
Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, 
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, 
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 
God our tender parent, 
God the crucified one, 
God the reconciling Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen 

 
Closing Hymn: Lead Me, Guide Me      No. 768 
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Dismissal. 

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.  
Thanks be to God. 
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AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:     
  

 At 8:00… 

   

 Pastor:    Pastor Jen Herrmann 
 Lectors:    Joyce Patterson 
 Communion Assistant:  Guy Miller 
 Usher:    Mark Wiedenheft & Rex Stierhoff 
 Acolyte:    Mariska Farlow  
 
 At 10:30… 

   

 Pastor:    Pastor Jen Herrmann 
 Lectors:    Chrissy Nielsen 
 Communion Assistant:  Cathy Wobser 
 Usher:    Ken Schenk & Bob Troike 
 Acolyte:    Malachi Herrmann  
  

 March Altar Care:  Pat Wiedenheft & Candy Beatty  
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

To all affected by the war in Israel and Ukraine; for all directly or indirectly 
effected by natural disasters in California and North Carolina; 

FAITH members, including, Judy Wesler; the staff and students of Trinity 
Lutheran Seminary; 

The ministry of Victory Kitchen in feeding those in our area with a hot meal. 
 

Pastor Jen can be contacted at 419-822-7630 or jen.herrmann@gmail.com 

 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by Larry & Pat Wiedenheft 
in memory of loved ones. 
 
THE MEMORIAL FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by Linda Gantz in 
memory of her husband, sister, and parents.  
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DONATIONS TO OUR “PENNY JUG” support the global relief and habilitation 
efforts of ELCA World Hunger, a mission of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. 
 
THIS MORNING’S LOOSE CASH OFFERING (money not in an envelope or given 
without other designation) benefits Lutheran Disaster Response.  LOOSE 
CHECKS will support our Current Expenses Fund unless designated otherwise on 
the check memo line.   
 
ATTENDANCE: Ash Wednesday: 34 + 35= 69 

March 9th: 48 + 33= 81 
  
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GOODNESS: March 9th: $3,848.00 

 
This Week at Trinity 
  
TODAY  Communion Service    8:00 am & 10:30 am 
    Sunday School     9:15 am  
 
   
WEDNESDAY AA/NA Women Only    9:00 am 
   Midday Lenten Worship   11:00 am  
   “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)  7:00 pm 
 
SATURDAY “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)  11:00 am 
 

SUNDAY  Service of Word & Prayer   8:00 am & 10:30 am 
 
On the OFFERING ENVELOPES, please remember to write your donation 
amount and ensure your name is clearly printed if not using an envelope with 
your assigned number. This will help our new secretary process the donations 
efficiently. Thank you in advance!  
 
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 2024 must be directed by March 31st. Go to 
thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) find out if you 
have Choice Dollars to direct.  
 

Margaretta Elementary School is in need of 
supplies for the remainder of the school year. The 
following items have been requested: glue sticks, 
white glue bottles, highlighters, and sticky notes. A 
basket in the hallway is placed for your school 

supply contributions. We’ll be collecting through Sunday, March 16th. Your help 
with this project is greatly appreciated!  
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