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Sunday, January 5th, 2025
Second Sunday of Christmas
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Confession

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
alive in the world,
reviving creation,
arriving soon.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy,
we confess that we have sinned.
We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

God of might,
we confess that we have sinned.
We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.


God in our midst,
we confess that we have sinned.
We plead: come to us.
Bring your mercy to birth in us.
A righteous branch springs forth:
it is Christ the Lord, our Savior,
in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy.
By the power of the Holy Spirit,
receive the grace and forgiveness of God
through ☩ Christ Jesus,
whose day draws near.
Amen.

Opening Hymn: Angels from the Realm of Glory	No. 275
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Greeting

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ that guards our hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.

Glory To God
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Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Hymn of the Month: Spirit, Open My Heart	No. 1043
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First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14
 7 Thus says the LORD:
 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
 proclaim, give praise, and say,
  “Save, O LORD, your people,
  the remnant of Israel.”
 8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
 among them the blind and the lame,
  those with child and those in labor, together;
  a great company, they shall return here.
 9 With weeping they shall come,
  and with consolations I will lead them back,
 I will let them walk by brooks of water,
  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
 for I have become a father to Israel,
  and Ephraim is my firstborn.

 10 Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
  and declare it in the coastlands far away;
 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
 11 For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
 12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
 over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
  and over the young of the flock and the herd;
 their life shall become like a watered garden,
  and they shall never languish again.
 13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
  and the young men and the old shall be merry.
 I will turn their mourning into joy,
  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
 14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
 says the LORD.

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 147:12-20
 12 Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem;
  praise your God, O Zion,
 13 who has strengthened the bars of your gates
  and has blessed your children within you.
 14 God has established peace on your borders
  and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
 15 God sends out a command to the earth,
  a word that runs very swiftly. 
 16 God gives snow like wool,
  scattering frost like ashes.
 17 God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
  Who can stand against God’s cold?
 18 The LORD sends forth the word and melts them;
  the wind blows, and the waters flow.
 19 God declares the word to Jacob,
  statutes and judgments to Israel.
 20 The LORD has not done so to any other nation;
  they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah! 
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: John 1:[1-9] 10-18
[1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
  6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.] 
  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
  14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon	Pastor Jen Herrmann

Hymn of the Day: Hark the Herald Angels Sing	No. 270
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and all people.
A brief silence.
O God, you reveal yourself in this assembly. In water, wine, and bread, show us again and again your grace upon grace, that your church boldly testifies to your love. God of grace, receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in creation. In seedlings and planets, microorganisms and galaxies, awaken us to the cry of the earth. As you nourish your people like a watered garden, empower us to nourish our creaturely companions. God of grace, receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in every land and in the farthest parts of the earth. Deliver people who suffer under oppressive regimes. Thwart the foolish plans of unjust leaders. Give wisdom to our elected officials. God of grace, receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in every human being. Help us recognize your image in our siblings in Christ who are in the strong grip of addiction, depression, anxiety, hopelessness, or other illness. Grant us compassion in our care for your people. God of grace, receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself anew every day. In this new year, renew this congregation and its ministries in our witness to the good news of the incarnation. Transform the way we have always done things into your new future for us. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
You reveal yourself in the lives of your holy ones. We give you thanks for those who set their hope on you, trusting the inheritance we receive in you. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Offertory (Usher please bring the offering to the altar)

[bookmark: _Hlk178668898]Offertory Song: Change My Heart O God	No. 28

[image: A close-up of a potter's hands]

[image: A sheet of music with text

Description automatically generated]
Offertory Prayer

God of heaven and earth,
from the beginning, you have called forth life,
in which you take delight.
The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy.
Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty,
that we may join the chorus of creation
to tell of your salvation from day to day.
Amen.


The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Holy, living, and loving God,
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood,
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending Jesus to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick,
fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.  Amen

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come!
(Just a reminder that there is grape juice available on the communion trays if you would prefer not to have wine during communion.)


Lamb of God    
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Communion Hymn: Will You Come and Follow Me	No. 798
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Table Blessing

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen.
Prayer after Communion
Merciful God,
we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food.
Strengthened by this goodness,
send us forth to announce your peace,
comfort the afflicted,
and share the good news of great joy.
Amen.
Blessing
The God of love,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
lavish you with grace,
illumine your path,
and increase your joy,
today and always.
Amen.

Closing Hymn: Let All Together Praise Our God	 No. 287
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Dismissal
Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.
Thanks be to God.
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AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:    
 
	At 8:00…
		
	Pastor:				Pastor Jen Herrmann
	Lectors:				Joyce Patterson
	Communion Assistant:		Guy Miller
	Usher:				Rich Miller & Cindy Norman
	Acolyte:				Lincoln Smith

	At 10:30…
		
	Pastor:				Pastor Jen Herrmann
	Lectors:				Chrissy Nielsen 
	Communion Assistant:		Candy Beatty
	Usher:				Ken Schenk & David Wobser
	Acolyte:				Eli Connor
 
	January Altar Care:		Pat Wiedenheft


PRAYER CONCERNS

To all affected by the war in Israel and Ukraine; for all directly or indirectly effected by tornadoes, and flooding, mass shootings happening nationwide;
FAITH members, including, Judy Welser;
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton & the Evangelical Lutheran Church staff in America;
the participants in Narcotics Anonymous and Nar-Anon that meet at Trinity.

Pastor Jen can be contacted at 419-822-7630 or jen.herrmann@gmail.com

THE MEMORIAL FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by Greg & Cindy Norman in memory of their father, Les Norman who entered his rest in Christ seventeen years ago on January 2, 2008.
  

DONATIONS TO OUR “PENNY JUG” support the global relief and habilitation efforts of ELCA World Hunger, a mission of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

THIS MORNING’S LOOSE CASH OFFERING (money not in an envelope or given without other designation) benefits Lutheran Disaster Response.  LOOSE CHECKS will support our Current Expenses Fund unless designated otherwise on the check memo line.  

ATTENDANCE 
December 24th:   65 + 61 = 126
December 29th: 	 52 + 34 = 86	

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GOODNESS
	Christmas Eve & December 29th = $5,598
		

This Week at Trinity
 
TODAY		Communion Service				8:00 am & 10:30 am
			Sunday School					9:15 am
			
WEDNESDAY	AA/NA Women Only				9:00 am
			“We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)		7:00 pm

SATURDAY	“We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)		11:00 am

SUNDAY		Service of Word & Prayer			8:00 am & 10:30 am


FOLLOWING TODAY’S 10:30 SERVICE we are asking for helpers to dissemble Christmas decorations. If you can stay, we would greatly appreciate it!
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Description automatically generated]ON SUNDAY JANUARY 12th you are invited to a reception to celebrate new secretary Stephanie Lehr and give a farewell to Secretary Carol Dahs. The reception will begin with coffee immediately after the 8:00am service. A catered breakfast will be served from 9:30 from 10:15am. Also, you don’t want to miss out on the delicious cake for our two guests of honor! TODAY is the last day to sign up so the caterers may have a headcount. The sign-up is posted in the hallway across from the office.
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This is how this works:
 
Pick an ornament from the tree which you would like to support.
Take it and an envelope with you, fill out the information needed on the envelope.
Place the money in the envelope. 
Bring it back next week with you or mail it to the church office.  
You get to keep the ornament or give it to the person you have honored or a family member of someone you have memorialized.
   All memorials or honoraria were listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.



THANK YOU to the members who contributed to Seats & Feets. 
This year we received:
11 Bras
140 Socks 
9 Hats and glove sets
95 Underwear
17 Gloves
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FREE COMMUNITY DINNER WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8TH: Grace Lutheran Church in Castalia is hosting a public free dinner 5:00-6:00pm, or until gone. The dinner is served drive-up, 203. S. Washington St, Castalia, OH. The menu is turkey tetrazzini, coleslaw, roll, and dessert. Delivery is available to shut-ins; please call 419-357-3672 to schedule a delivery. 
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Change My Heart, O God
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Will You Come and Follow Me

The Summons
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1 “Will you come and fol - low me if I but call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but  call
3 “Will you et the blind - ed see if I but  call
4 “Will you love ° the you you hide if I but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Will you go where  you don’t
your name? Will  you care for cruel and
your name? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
your name? Will you  quell the fear in -
my name. Let me turn and fol - low
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know and nev - er be the same?
kind and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love be shown, will you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as
Will you wuse the faith you've found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny rnm  go where your love and
ry) ro— n T T n T I T t
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name be known, will you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what I
world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and
foot - steps show. Thus TI'll  move and  live and
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’r in you and  you in me?”
mean in you and you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow in you and  you in me.

Text:John L. Bell, b. 1949
Music: Scottish traditional

‘Text © 1987 lona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.
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287 Let All Together Praise Our God
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1 Let all to - geth - er  praise our God be - fore the

2 From God’s right hand the Son de - scends, is born  an
30 ten - der Child, you wveil in flesh  the splen - dor
4 Your moth - er feeds you ten - der - ly, sings  you a
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high-est  throne; to - day God o - pens heav'n a - gain and
in - fant small, and lies in pov - er - ty, his bed a

of your might; a ser - vant’s garb now wraps the one who
lul - la - by, while an - gels, hail - ing Da - vid’s heir, your
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sends the on - ly Son, and sends the on - ly Son.
man - ger in a stall, a man - ger in a stall.

clothed the sky with light, who clothed the sky with light.
glo - ry mag - ni - fy, your glo - ry mag - ni - fy.
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5 A wonderful exchange you make: 6 Unlock the door again today

you take our flesh and blood, that leads to paradise;
and in return give us to share the angel bars the way no more.
the shining realm of God, To God let praises rise,
the shining realm of God. to God let praises rise!
Text: Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561; tr. hymnal version LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN

Music: Nikolaus Herman 86866
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress
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