[image: A black and white of a person in water

Description automatically generated]
 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
502 Bardshar Road
Sandusky OH  44870
419-626-0204
trinityelcasandusky@gmail.com

Sunday, January 12th, 2025
Baptism of Our Lord

Service of Word and Prayer

Gathering
The Holy Spirit gathers us into a community of prayer. 
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Confession

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
our creator,
our protector,
our wellspring of life.
Amen.
Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act
with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.
We ignore the needs of our neighbors;
we resist your call to oppose injustice;
we give in to scarcity and fear;
we assume the worst about one another.
Cleanse us from our faults
and release us from their grasp.
Show us your lovingkindness.
Restore our hearts and repair your world,
that we may live in Christ’s ways.
Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.
I have called you by name. You are mine.”
In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven.
In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy,
live anew as beloved children of God.
Amen.


Opening Hymn: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise	No. 310
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Greeting

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ that guards our hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.

In the beginning was the Word,
And the Word was with God,
And the Word was God.

In the Word was life,
And the life was the light of all people.

The Word became flesh and lived among us,
And we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.
Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.


Hymn of the Month: Spirit, Open My Heart	No. 1043
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, silence, reflection, and song.
First Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7
[image: "Isaiah 43:1" Art Print for Sale by amwlettering | Redbubble]But now thus says the LORD,
  he who created you, O Jacob,
  he who formed you, O Israel:
 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
  I have called you by name, you are mine.
 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
  and the flame shall not consume you.
 3 For I am the LORD your God,
  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
 I give Egypt as your ransom,
  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
 4 Because you are precious in my sight, 
  and honored, and I love you,
 I give people in return for you,
  nations in exchange for your life.
 5 Do not fear, for I am with you;
  I will bring your offspring from the east,
  and from the west I will gather you;
 6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,”
  and to the south, “Do not withhold;
 bring my sons from far away
  and my daughters from the end of the earth—
 7 everyone who is called by my name,
  whom I created for my glory,
  whom I formed and made.”


Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God.




Psalm: Psalm 29
 1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
 2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;
  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
 3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
  the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
 4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 

 5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
 6 the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
 7 The voice of the LORD
  bursts forth in lightning flashes.
 8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
 9 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare.
  And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
 10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;
  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
 11 O LORD, give strength to your people;
  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. 

Second Reading: Acts 8:14-17
14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.


Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God.






Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
The holy gospel according to Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord.
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

  21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon	Pastor Jen Herrmann

Hymn of the Day: Crashing Waters at Creation	No. 455
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Thanksgiving for the Word:
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.
Offertory (Usher please bring the offering to the altar)

Offertory Song: Change My Heart O God	No. 28
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Prayer:

The Holy Spirit prays with us and through us.
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness	  		    and bears the wounds of the world.						  Therefore, let us be bold as we pray,						       trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need.
Silent Prayer
Prayers of Intercession
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
You call us by name and form us. We give thanks for the gift of baptism. Nurture the baptized and equip people sent to proclaim the good news, especially Young Adults in Global Mission and international congregations. God of grace,
hear our prayer.


Your voice sounds over the waters. Speak words of healing over the rivers and lakes, seas and oceans. Heeding your voice, lead us to care for water, and the land and creatures it nourishes. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You give strength to your people. Uphold all who serve the common good. Guide federal and state legislators, city and county officials, judges and juries. Strengthen our resolve to serve all in need. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You are with us in challenging times. Draw near to all who are ill, undergoing treatment, or recovering from surgery (especially). Accompany individuals and families affected by addiction or mental health challenges. Uphold each person as your beloved. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You draw us into community. Embolden ministries of racial reconciliation, nurture work on behalf of immigrants and refugees, and equip each to use their gifts for the sake of neighbors near and far. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You grant us peace. Comfort all who grieve. Dwell with us in this life and, at the last, join us with the saints whom you have created, formed, and named. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is revealed among the people. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing
The Spirit of the triune God
☩ bless you with joy,
anoint you with compassion,
and send you in love.
Amen.


Closing Hymn: Every Time I Feel the Spirit	 No. 942
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.
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AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:    
 
	At 8:00…
		
	Pastor:				Pastor Jen Herrmann
	Lectors:				Russ Stephens
	Communion Assistant:		Guy Miller
	Usher:				Rich Miller & Cindy Norman
	Acolyte:				Carlie Wiedenheft

	At 10:30…
		
	Pastor:				Pastor Jen Herrmann
	Lectors:				Candy Beatty 
	Communion Assistant:		Candy Beatty
	Usher:				Ken Schenk & David Wobser
	Acolyte:				Mason Russell
 
	January Altar Care:		Pat Wiedenheft


PRAYER CONCERNS

To all affected by the war in Israel and Ukraine; for all directly or indirectly effected by tornadoes, and flooding, mass shootings happening nationwide;
FAITH members, including, Ruby Stierhoff;
The people of Zion Lutheran in Sandusky, and their pastor Mike Conklin and the work Joey & Mary Supina and the Sandusky Artisans Recovery Community Center.

Pastor Jen can be contacted at 419-822-7630 or jen.herrmann@gmail.com

THE MEMORIAL FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by Jim Bertsch in memory of Lloyd Synder.
  

DONATIONS TO OUR “PENNY JUG” support the global relief and habilitation efforts of ELCA World Hunger, a mission of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

THIS MORNING’S LOOSE CASH OFFERING (money not in an envelope or given without other designation) benefits Lutheran Disaster Response.  LOOSE CHECKS will support our Current Expenses Fund unless designated otherwise on the check memo line.  

ATTENDANCE 
January 5th: 43 + 29 = 72	

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GOODNESS
	January 5th: General Fund: $2,834
			 Building Improvements: $80.00 

This Week at Trinity
 
TODAY		Service of Word & Prayer			8:00 am & 10:30 am
			Reception for Stephanie & Carol 		9:30 am 
			Sunday School					9:15 am
			
WEDNESDAY	AA/NA Women Only				9:00 am
			“We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)		7:00 pm

SATURDAY	“We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)		11:00 am

SUNDAY		Communion Service				8:00 am & 10:30 am

MONDAY 		Dartball V2 @ Zion & V1 @ Faith
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TODAY you are invited to a reception to celebrate new secretary Stephanie Lehr and give a farewell to Secretary Carol Dahs. The reception will begin with coffee immediately after the 8:00am service. A catered breakfast will be served from 9:30 from 10:15am. Also, you don’t want to miss out on the delicious cake for our two guests of honor! 
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Who enjoys puzzles? You know, the 300-, 500-, 750-, or 1000-piece kind! The Congregational Care Team is starting a Jigsaw Puzzle Library. Members may check out a jigsaw puzzle to take home and return when finished. We approximately have 15 puzzles to start our library. If you have any jigsaw puzzles at home that you would like to share, please ensure all pieces are in the box, and mark your name on the box so it may be returned if so inclined. Donated jigsaw puzzles can be dropped off on the desk in the upstairs gathering room. We will inform you when the Jigsaw Puzzle Library is officially available!


The Souper Bowl Sub sale is happening again this year! Sign-up will be available soon, so please watch your upcoming bulletins. 
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Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt.

Music: Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750
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Crashing Waters at Creation
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Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: STUTTGART, attr. Christian F. Witt, 1660-1716; adapt. Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Change My Heart, O God
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Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953
Music: Ex
Textand music © 1982 M

V/Vineyard Publishing, admin. Music Services
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: PENTECOST, African American spiritual; arr. Melva W. Costen, b. 1933
Arr. © 1990 Melva W. Costen, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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