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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

502 Bardshar Road 
Sandusky OH  44870 

419-626-0204 
trinityelcasandusky@gmail.com 

 

Sunday, December 8, 2024 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 
Service of Word and Prayer 
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Gathering 
 

The Holy Spirit gathers us into a community of prayer. 
 
 
Prelude 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.  
 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Week Two: Peace 

P: Because of war, because of violence in our communities, because there is still 

so much unrest in our hearts, we light a candle of peace... 

C: Because hatred is still so strong, because so many swords have not yet 

been remade into plowshares, we light a candle of peace…  (Light the 

second candle in your Advent wreath.) 

P: May the light from this candle overwhelm the world. 

C: May the light from this candle say to all that God’s peace is coming, on 

earth as it already is in heaven. 

P: Friends, be not afraid, God’s peace is at hand! 

 

Hymn of the Month:  We Are Waiting for Jesus No. 905 
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Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, silence, reflection, and song. 
 
 
 
Children’s Christmas Program “Hope for Everyone” 
 
(Only verse one will be song for each song) 
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Thanksgiving for the Word:  
 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way 
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to 
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
Offertory (Usher please bring the offering to the altar) 
 
Offertory Song – All Is Ready Now No. 4 
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Prayer: 
 

The Holy Spirit prays with us and through us. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
    he was descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; 
    he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
    and he will come to judge the living and dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 

In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness 
and bears the wounds of the world. 
Therefore, let us be bold as we pray, 
trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need. 
 
Silent Prayer 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may 
be adapted or used as appropriate. 

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places 
that long for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

Refining God, move through your church. Root out practices that harm your 
people and kindle a fire for sharing the gospel among bishops, pastors, deacons, 
and all the baptized. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
Renewing God, transform your creation. Steer us from habits that harm what you 
have made, and guide us in practices that preserve and restore creatures and 
habitats. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
Ruling God, teach the nations your ways. Strengthen organizations and 
communities that broker peace and care for refugees, immigrants, and all caught 
in the center of conflict (especially). Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
Rescuing God, restore your people who are in any need. Heal all who are 
suffering (especially). Provide comfort and strength, and nurture sustained 
wholeness for the future. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
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Reforming God, fill this congregation with your presence. Enrich our seasonal 
preparations, and bless the efforts by worship committees, music ensembles, 
staff, clergy, and lay leaders as they work in the weeks ahead. Lord, in your 
mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Reassuring God, we remember those who have died and rest in you. Guide us in 
deep gratitude for their life and allow us to learn from their faithful witness. Lord, 
in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our 
hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
  

Sending 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
Blessing 
 

God of endings and beginnings, 
God in the darkness and the light, 
God, our hope for the journey, 

☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: Joy to the World No. 267 

 

 



10 

 

 



11 

 

Dismissal. 
 

Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
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AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:     
  

 At 8:00… 

   

 Pastor:    Pastor Jen Herrmann 
 Lectors:    None needed 
 Usher:    Fred Wobser & Kent Miller 
 Acolyte:    Carlie Wiedenheft 
 
 At 10:30… 

   

 Pastor:    Pastor Jen Herrmann 
 Lectors:    None needed 
 Usher:    Bob Troike & Denny Sessler 
 Acolyte:    Eli Connor 

  
December Altar Care:  Ann Strean & Sally Warner 

 
PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

To all affected by the hurricanes, war in Israel and Ukraine; for all effected by 
tornadoes, and flooding, mass shootings happening nationwide; 

FAITH members, including, Judy Welser; 
The staff and students of Trinity Lutheran Seminary; 

The staff and those served by the Volunteers of America Crossroads Shelter. 

 
Pastor Jen can be contacted at 419-822-7630 or jen.herrmann@gmail.com 

 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by Larry & Pat Wiedenheft 
in celebration of Jim’s birthday on December 14. 
 
DONATIONS TO OUR “PENNY JUG” support the global relief and habilitation 
efforts of ELCA World Hunger, a mission of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. 
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THIS MORNING’S LOOSE CASH OFFERING (money not in an envelope or given 
without other designation) benefits Current Expenses Fund.  LOOSE CHECKS will 
support our Current Expenses Fund unless designated otherwise on the check 
memo line.   
 
ATTENDANCE  

December 1:  48 + 33 = 81 
 
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GOODNESS 
 December 1: 
  General Fund - $3277.00 
  Building Improvements - $270.00 

 
This Week at Trinity 
  
TODAY  Service of Word & Prayer   8:00 am & 10:30 am 
   Children’s Christmas Program during Worship 
   Jam Session      9:30 am 
    
MONDAY  Dartball      7:30 pm 
    V1 @ Huron        Bellevue @ V2 
   
WEDNESDAY Women’s NA Group    9:00 am 
   “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)  7:00 pm 
 
SATURDAY Fellowship Hall Reserved  

“We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)  11:00 am 
 

SUNDAY  Communion Service    8:00 am & 10:30 am 
   Sunday School     9:15 am 
 
 

OUR ELCA GOOD GIFTS TREE is back again this year.  
This is our annual wider church mission support event and is 
now out for you to purchase items from.   
  
  

 This is how this works: 
  

Pick an ornament from the tree which you would like to support. 
Take it and an envelope with you, fill out the information needed on the envelope. 

Place the money in the envelope.  
Bring it back next week with you or mail it to the church office.   

You get to keep the ornament or give it to the person you have honored or a 
family member of someone you have memorialized. 

   All memorials or honoraria will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin. 
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 OUR ANNUAL THANKOFFERING BOXES are being 
replaced with  ThankOffering Envelopes.  Sorry but our 
donation counters are asking for no change this year. Please 
pick up an envelope and place your donation inside and return 
it any time between now and Christmas Eve.  Your donations 
go towards the Community Mission Fund. 
 
 

AGAIN, THIS YEAR WE ARE ASKING FOR SEATS 

AND FEETS (underwear and socks) or gloves/mittens 

or scarfs for Care and Share and Crossroads Homeless 

Shelter.   

 
 

 
 
STARTING SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 the Sunday School 

Kids will be selling the Christmas decorations they made from 

the candle jars you donated to them for this project.  Stop out 

each Sunday in the upstairs gathering area, and for a donation, 

pick up a gift or two.  These will make nice teacher gifts, bus 

drivers, hair stylist, or mailman gifts. 

  

 

THEN ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, we ask that you wear your 

favorite UGLY CHRISTMAS SWEATER, TOP, TIE, or OUTFIT 

to church!  It’s so good to see who thinks what is ugly, and who 

thinks what is cute!  So, join in the fun and go grab you some ugly 

Christmas, holiday wear!! 

  

 
 

PLEASE KEEP IN MIND THAT ON THE DECEMBER 

22 AND THE 29 we will be collecting boxes of cereal to 

give to Grace’s Table at Grace Lutheran Church as part of 

the idea of the 3 Kings bringing gifts to the baby Jesus and 

the Sunday school New Year celebration.  Last year we 

collected 74 boxes, set them up in the hallway, and at the 

strike of “3”  the boxes were knocked down in a domino 

effect.  When the last box hit the “2024” sign, all the children shouted HAPPY NEW 

YEAR and blew horns to celebrate.  Hopefully this year we’ll have just as much fun 

bringing in 2025!  All cereal boxes can be placed on the table in the Gathering place 

across from the church office starting Sunday, December 22. 
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 HELPING HANDS TREE will be back again this year.  This 

Advent season we are asking you to help 2 different families have 

a great Christmas day.  Starting December 1, our Helping Hands 

Tree will be up with suggested items on it that these families are 

in need of or would like for Christmas.  All you need to do is 

simply take as many Helping Hands item suggestions from the 

tree, purchase the items, wrap them if you want, and return them 

to the church by SUNDAY DECEMBER 15.  And as in the past, PLEASE make sure 

you place the item tag on your gift so we know which family the gifts go to. If you 

have any questions, feel free to see Sally Warner. 

  

 

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA!  Once again this year we 

have been asked to place wreaths on the graves at Venice 

cemetery for those who have served in the armed forces.  On 

Saturday, December 14, there will be a short service at the 

Castalia cemetery, starting at noon.  Following the service, we 

will go out to Venice Cemetery to place the 60 plus wreaths 

on the graves.  Last year we had a great crew, but the more, 

the merrier, and the lighter the work.  So please consider helping us with this project 

to pay honor to those who served our country, and  have died, and are buried in the 

Venice cemetery.  If you wish to not attend the service at the Castalia cemetery, join 

us at Venice cemetery at 12:30 to help with the placing of the wreaths. 

  

 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH at 930 Main Street, Huron is offering a free concert 
from area churches “Celebrating the Birth of Jesus” on Sunday, December 8 at 
3:00 pm. 

 
MONTHLY FREE COMMUNITY DINNER at Grace Lutheran Church in Castalia 
on Wednesday, December 11th from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm (or until gone).  The menu 
includes baked ham & scalloped potatoes, mixed vegetable, applesauce, and 
dessert.  Delivery is available for shut-ins, call 419-357-3672 to schedule a 
delivery. See the bulletin board for more information. 

 
FIRELANDS CHORUS INC., will be presenting their annual Christmas program, 
“Christmas Carols & Candlelight.” Friday, December 13th and Saturday, December 
14th, at Zion Lutheran Church, 503 Columbus Ave., Sandusky. Doors open at 7:00 
pm the program begins at 7:30 pm. Concerts are free with a freewill offering being 
collected.  


