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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

502 Bardshar Road 
Sandusky OH  44870 

419-626-0204 
trinityelcasandusky@gmail.com 

 

Sunday, December 22, 2024 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
Service of Word & Prayer 
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Gathering 
 
The Holy Spirit gathers us into a community of prayer. 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

alive in the world, 
reviving creation, 
arriving soon. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
 
God of might, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have turned away from our neighbors. 
We have trusted false promises. 
 
God in our midst, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We plead: come to us. 
Bring your mercy to birth in us. 
 
A righteous branch springs forth: 
it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, 
in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
receive the grace and forgiveness of God 

through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

whose day draws near. Amen. 
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Opening Hymn: All Earth is Hopeful No. 266 
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Greeting 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, 
And the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 
In the Word was life, 
And the was life was the light of all people. 
 
The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
And we have see his glory, full of grace and truth. 

Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 
free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you 
always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

Candle Lighting Litany - Love 

P: Because too many people are wandering in the wilderness, because too many 

people are sitting in the valley of the shadow of death, because too many of our 

conversations are laced with conflict and bitterness, we light candles… 

C: Because people all over the world are suffering, and we’re often too 

distracted to notice, we light candles…  

P: One for hope, one for peace, one for joy, and one for love… (Light the fourth 

candle in your Advent wreath.) 

C: May the light from these candles overwhelm the world. 

P: May the light from these candles illuminate the valley of the shadow of death. 

C: And may the fire from these candles burn away whatever would prevent 

God’s love from being born among us. 

P: Friends, be not afraid, even now — even now — God’s love is overwhelming 

the world, on earth as it already is in heaven! 
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Hymn of the Month:  We Are Waiting for Jesus No. 905 

 

 

Word 
 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, silence, reflection, and song. 
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First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a 

 2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
 5a and he shall be the one of peace. 
 
Word of God, word of life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55 

 46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
  47 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48 for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
 49 you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 
  and holy is your name. 
 50 You have mercy on those who fear you, 
  from generation to generation.  
 51 You have shown strength with your arm 
  and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
 52 casting down the mighty from their thrones 
  and lifting up the lowly. 
 53 You have filled the hungry with good things 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 54 You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 
  to remember the promise of mercy, 
 55 the promise made to our forebears, 
  to Abraham and his children forever 
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Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10 
 
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 7 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according 
to the law), 9 then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the 
first in order to establish the second. 10 And it is by God’s will that we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 

Word of God, word of life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel: Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke, 
Glory to you, O Lord 

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed 
are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has 
this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as 
I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken 
to her by the Lord.”  
  
 46 And Mary said,  
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
  47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
  and holy is his name. 
 50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
  from generation to generation. 
 51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
  and lifted up the lowly; 
 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
  in remembrance of his mercy, 
 55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
 
Children’s Message 

 
Sermon Pastor Jen Herrmann 
 

 
Hymn of the Day: Oh Come O Come, Emmanuel No. 257 
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Thanksgiving for the Word:  
 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way 
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to 
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
Offertory (Usher please bring the offering to the altar) 
 

Offertory Song – All is Ready Now No. 4 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he was descended to the dead.  On 
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 

In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness 
And bears the wounds of the world.  
Therefore, let us be bold as we pray, 
Trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need. 

Prayers of Intercession 

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places 
that long for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation in our relationships with 
those of other traditions and religions. Root your church in the radical message of 
your incarnation, and enable us to pursue your justice in the world. Lord, in your 
mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. Awaken in us a 
renewed sense of care for the wildlife in our communities (local preserves, parks, 
or sanctuaries may be named). Form us into faithful stewards of what you have 
made. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
God our sovereign, Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up the lowly and 
fills the hungry with good things. Nurture in local governments and municipalities 
a desire to care for all who are overlooked and ignored. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
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God our beacon, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward more 
daylight, remind us that even in the deepest nights, you are there. Comfort the 
lonely and bereaved. Hold closely the frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill 
(especially). Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
God our guide, shepherd the leadership of this congregation. Bless the council 
and staff in discerning future ministry and open their hearts to the voices of the 
community. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God our life, you remember the promises you have made to your people. In 
gratitude for those who have died (especially), we praise you for your faithfulness 
throughout history. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our 
hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ,              
Amen. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 

Blessing 
 

God of endings and beginnings, 
God in the darkness and the light, 
God, our hope for the journey, 

☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn: Joy to the World  No. 267 
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Dismissal. 

Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Licensing Permission.  Reprinted/Streamed with Permission under One License #A-723716.  All rights reserved.  ©ChurchArt 
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AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:     
  

 At 8:00… 

   

 Pastor:    Pastor Jen Herrmann 
 Lectors:    Guy Miller 
 Communion Assistant:  Guy Miller 
 Usher:    Fred Wobser & Kent Miller 
 Acolyte:    Zane Warner 
 
 At 10:30… 

   

 Pastor:    Pastor Jen Herrmann 
 Lectors:    Cathy Wobser 
 Communion Assistant:  Cathy Wobser 
 Usher:    Bob Troike & Denny Sessler 
 Acolyte:    Malachi Herrmann  
  

 December Altar Care:  Ann Strean & Sally Warner 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

To all affected by the war in Israel and Ukraine; for all directly or indirectly 
effected by tornadoes, and flooding, mass shootings happening nationwide; 

FAITH members, including, Laura Allen, 
the people of St. John Union Corners and their pastor Stacy Lauer-Scovanner; 
all who work to provide health care to the people of the greater Sandusky area.  

 
Pastor Jen can be contacted at 419-822-7630 or jen.herrmann@gmail.com 

 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God in celebration of Mark 
Wiedenheft’s birthday on December 21 from Carrie, Tyler, Carlie, & Ryan. 
 
THE MEMORIAL FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by Greg Norman and 
Cindy Norman in memory of their father, Les Norman, who entered his rest in 
Christ seventeen years ago on January 2, 2008. 

mailto:jen.herrmann@gmail.com
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DONATIONS TO OUR “PENNY JUG” support the global relief and habilitation 
efforts of ELCA World Hunger, a mission of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. 
 
THIS MORNING’S LOOSE CASH OFFERING (money not in an envelope or 
given without other designation) benefits Current Expenses Fund.  LOOSE 
CHECKS will support our Current Expenses Fund unless designated otherwise 
on the check memo line.   
 
ATTENDANCE  

December 15:  60 + 37 = 97    
 
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GOODNESS 
 December 15 
  General Fund – $3,118.75 
  Building Improvements – $245.00 
 
This Week at Trinity 
  
TODAY  Service of Word & Prayer    8:00 am & 10:30 am 
   Sunday School     9:15 am 
 
TUESDAY   Christmas Eve Service    4:00 pm & 10:00 pm 
   
WEDNESDAY “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)  7:00 pm 
 
SATURDAY “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)  11:00 am 
 

SUNDAY  Service of Word & Prayer   8:00 am & 10:30 am 
   Sunday School     9:15 am 
 
 
 

AGAIN, THIS YEAR WE ARE ASKING FOR SEATS 
AND FEETS (underwear and socks) or gloves/mittens or 
scarves for Care and Share and Crossroads Homeless 
Shelter.   
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OUR ANNUAL THANKOFFERING BOXES are being replaced 
with ThankOffering Envelopes.  Sorry, but our donation counters 
are asking for no change this year. Please pick up an envelope 
and place your donation inside and return it any time between 
now and Christmas Eve.  Your donations go towards the 
Community Mission Fund. 
 
 

OUR ELCA GOOD GIFTS TREE is back again this year.  
This is our annual wider church mission support event and is 
now out for you to purchase items from.   
  
  

This is how this works: 
  

Pick an ornament from the tree which you would like to support. 
Take it and an envelope with you, fill out the information needed on the envelope. 

Place the money in the envelope.  
Bring it back next week with you or mail it to the church office.   

You get to keep the ornament or give it to the person you have honored or a family member of 
someone you have memorialized. 

   All memorials or honoraria will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin. 
 

 
STARTING DECEMBER 22 AND 29 we will be collecting 
boxes of cereal to give to Grace’s Table and Care & Share 
as part of the idea of the 3 Kings bringing gifts to baby Jesus 
and the Sunday school New Year celebration.  Last year we 
collected 74 boxes, set them up in the hallway, and at the 
strike of “3” the boxes were knocked down in a domino 
effect.  When the last box hit the “2024” sign, all the children 

shouted “HAPPY NEW YEAR” and blew horns to celebrate.  Hopefully this year 
we’ll have just as much fun bringing in 2025!  All cereal boxes can be placed on 
the table in the fellowship hall across from the church office. 

 
 

THE FOLLOWING SUNDAY the Sunday School children 
will be selling candle jars crafted from your donated 
Christmas accessories. The tealight candles are non-
flammable and contain a timer. Stop out in the hallway and 
for a donation, pick up a gift or two. They make nice gifts for 
teachers, bus drivers, hair stylists, or postal employees.   
 
A FREE COMMUNITY DINNER is January 8 from 5:00 – 6:00 pm at Grace 
Lutheran Church in Castalia. The dinner includes turkey tetrazzini, coleslaw, roll, 
and dessert. Delivery is available for shut-ins. Call 419-357-3672 to schedule a 
delivery.  


