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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
502 Bardshar Road 

Sandusky OH  44870 
419-626-0204 

 

Tuesday, December 24 
2024 

Christmas Eve 

 

 

The Nativity of Our Lord    

 

Prelude 
“Mary Did You Know” Mya Smith 4pm 
 Claire Conner 10pm 

 
Welcome 
 
Blessing of the Nativity Scene:  
  
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
With Mary and Joseph, with the angels and shepherds, 
and with the animals in the stable 
we gather around your Son, born for us. 
Bless us, and fill us with joy and wonder 
as we look upon this manger scene. 
May Jesus be born in our lives, 
that we might share his love with all the world, 
for he is our light and our salvation. 
Blessed be God forever. 
Amen 
 
     During the Hymn the Christ Child is placed in the Manger. 
  
Opening Hymn:  "O Come, All Ye Faithful"             No. 283 
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Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.   

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 

Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in 

the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Christ Candle  

 

P: Because injustice and despair threaten to overwhelm us, we pray for hope…  

 

C: Because so many swords have not yet been remade into plowshares, we 

pray for peace… 

 

P: Because grief and loss weigh so heavily, we pray for joy… 

 

C: Because hatred is still so strong, and because people all over the world 

are suffering, we pray for love. 

 

P: God has come to us as a child, to dwell with us, and to walk with us. 

 

C: May the light and the fire from these candles burn away whatever would 

prevent the God of hope and peace and joy and love from being born 

among us. 

 

P: Friends, be not afraid, even now — even now — the light of Christ is 

illuminating the world, on earth as it is in heaven! 

 

 

 Hymn of Praise “Angels We Have Heard on High”       No. 289 
 
 
 

 



4 
 

  
  



5 
 

 
 

 
First Lesson:  Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 
land of deep darkness-- on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as 
people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day 
of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 
blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son 
given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall 
grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and 
his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do 
this. 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
Second Lesson:  Titus 2:11-14 
 

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that 
are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and 
the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is 
who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for 
himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
  
 Hymn: “Away in a Manger”  No. 278 
 Zoe Koch & Claire Connor  
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Children’s Message 4pm only Pastor Jen Herrmann 
 
Gospel Lesson:  Luke 2:1-20 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 
4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 
 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors! 
  15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard 
it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.]  
earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
 
Message Pastor Jen Herrmann 
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Hymn of the Day: “Angels from the Realm of Glory”  No. 275    
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Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers  
 
 

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
earth, and all people. 

Angels sing with praise, and shepherds run with haste. As we glorify and praise 

you in this place, send us into the world, proclaiming the salvation you have 

revealed this night. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

The seas roar, and the trees of the forest sing for joy. As creation resounds with 

praise, inspire us with awe, reverence, and a renewed care for all that fills the 

fields, skies, and seas. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

The nations declare your glory. Uphold the leaders of the earth with your justice 

and righteousness. Break the rod of the oppressor in every land, and bring peace 

where there is conflict. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

The holy family finds shelter around the animals’ manger. Draw near to persons 

experiencing homelessness, those who are alone this holiday season, and all for 

whom this world makes no room. Wrap all your children in bands of love and 

mercy. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

A child is born for us and light shines on the weary. Watch over those who give 

birth this night and attend to those who are dying. Be present in our joys and in 

our sorrows. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

The heavenly host praises you. With thanksgiving for Mary, Joseph, and all your 

saints, sustain us in the blessed hope revealed this night. Fashion us by their 

example into a people zealous for good deeds, sharing your love and mercy with 

all. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to 

all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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Offertory Hymn “What Child Is This” (Verse 1 & 3)    No. 296 
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Offertory Prayer 
 

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor 

to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them 

be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we 

shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  
Preface 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have opened the eyes of faith 

to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

that, beholding the God made visible, 

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Words of Institution  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  Forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen.   

Invitation to Communion 

Come, receive the gift of Jesus. Emmanuel, God-with-us, is present.  
 

(Just a reminder that there is grape juice available on the communion trays if you would prefer not to 

have wine during communion.) 

Lamb of God     
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Communion Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” No. 279 
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Communion Hymn: “Love Has Come” No. 292 
 

 
 
 
Communion Hymn: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” No. 276 
  
 
 

 



16 
 

 
 
After Communion 
 
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we 

have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your 

holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 

  
 
Lighting of the Candles 
 

While the light is being passed, the lesson is read 
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Lesson of Light:  John 1:1-14 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. In him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came 
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the 
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of the Father's only Son, full of grace and truth. 
  
Silent Night No. 281 
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Blessing 
 
God bless you and keep you, 

☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

Candles are extinguished 
 

Closing Hymn: “Go Tell It on the Mountain”  No. 290 
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Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. The word of God dwells in you richly. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 
  
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #SAS008914. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Revised Common 

Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  One License 

Licensing Permission.  Reprinted/Streamed with Permission under One License #A-723716.  All rights reserved.  ©ChurchArt 

Online  

 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by Pastor Jen Herrmann in 

thanksgiving for the wonderful gift of each & every one of you.  

 

 

AT WORSHIP THIS EVENING:     
 
4:00pm… 
  
    

 Pastor:    Pastor Jen Herrmann 
 Lectors:    Sally Warner 

Communion Assistant:  Sally Warner 
 Acolyte:    Emma & Drew Killingsworth 
 Usher:    Denny & Barb Sessler 
 December Altar Care:  Ann Strean and Sally Warner 
 
10:00pm… 
 

Pastor:    Pastor Jen Herrmann 
Lectors:    Guy Miller 
Communion Assistant:  Cathy Wobser 
Acolyte:    Claire & Eli Connor 
Usher:    David Wobser & Guy Miller 
December Altar Care:  Ann Strean and Sally Warner 
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Poinsettias 
for our church at Christmas  

are provided to the glory of God by: 

 

Rich & Sheryl Miller in honor of their grandchildren 

  

Dale & Mary Meyer in memory of Pauline Wriker (mother) and Jeanette 

Meyer (mother) 

  

Mark, Carrie, Tyler, Carlie, & Ryan Wiedenheft in memory of loved ones 

  

Guy & Laura Miller and family in loving memory of all their past and present 

loved ones 

  

Tom & Shirley Sigman in memory of John & Viola Liptok, Robert & Barbara 

Nieset, and Kermit & Inez Renner 

  

Greg, Susanne, and Carrie Lemert in memory of Edward & Ada Grahl and 

Kenneth Grahl 

  

David & Cathy Wobser in honor of Pastor Jen and Malachi 

  

Roy & Joyce Patterson in memory of their parents 

  

Larry & Pat Wiedenheft in memory of Robert Bertsch 

  

Larry & Pat Wiedenheft in honor of Mom, Alice Bertsch 

  

Larry & Pat Wiedenheft in honor of grandchildren: Tyler, Carlie, Ryan, 

Emma, Drew, Aya & Oliver 
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 Christmas Good Gifts 
Kenneth & Carrie Killingworth in honor of our 

parents, Grandma Bertsch and godparents  

  

Nancy Vollmer in loving memory of loved ones 
  

Sam & Linda Wilcox for all the hurricane victims and first responders 
  

Larry & Pat Wiedenheft in honor of grandchildren: Tyler, Carlie, Ryan, 

Emma, Drew, Ava & Oliver 
 

Shelby & Zoe Koch in memory Grandpa Norm Stierhoff, we love & miss you! 
 

Zoe Koch in honor of her Nana Char, Papa Rex, Grammy & Grampy Moses, 

Grammy Stierhoff, Uncle Jacob & Auntie Amy & Auntie Madeline – Love 

you all so much! 

 

Noah & Zane Warner  

 

Jim Bertsch in honor of family 
 

Nancy Vollmer  
 

Larry & Pat Wiedenheft in honor of school teachers, Pastor Jen, and Adele 

Hoffman 
 

Pastor Jen Herrmann in honor of the Trinity staff: Adele, Carol, Jim, Pat, 

Shannon, and Stephanie for all they do.  
 

 Christmas Memorials & Honorariums  

Mary Anne Wiedenheft in memory of Carlos & Midred Wiedenheft 
 

Mary Anne Wiedenheft in memory of Charles & Wayne Wiedenheft 
 

Patty Swartz in honor of all those who help her out throughout the year 

including transporting her places and bringing her goodies 


